
 
 

 

Oracy Tasks Activity:  W/c 6th July – Feisty Females! 

Female Firsts - This week has seen a lot of firsts for women throughout the ages, including one of the 

first female political acts! During this week in 1040, Lady Godiva, who had no political voice or vote, 

rode naked on horseback through Coventry to force her husband,  the Earl of Mercia, to lower taxes. 

Extreme! 

This week also saw the first woman in the British Empire to gain a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1877, the first ever female Olympic 

champion in 1900 and the first ever black female Wimbledon Tennis 

champion in 1958.  

 

Fearless Females - Another remarkable event happened during this week in 2013.  

Malala Yousafzai, just 16 years old, addressed the United 

Nations & called for worldwide access to education. 

Malala was shot in the head by Taliban gunmen - her 

"crime", to have spoken up for the right of girls to be 

educated in her native Pakistan. The world reacted in 

horror, but after weeks in intensive care in England 

Malala survived. 8 years after being shot, she graduated 

from the University of Oxford 

Watch highlights of Malala’s incredible UN speech here:  

Task 1: Did you know that many children across the world have 

no access to education, especially females? Your education will 

help you to get a good job. Can you write a short speech 

advocating for all young people to receive an education, wherever 

they are from? Share it with your classmates!  

 

Feisty Feminists (Pro tip – boys can be feminists too!) – Here we are in 2020, still fighting for equal 

rights for women and girls! Females can stand up for their rights because of feisty feminists who fought 

to get them in the first place (thank you Pankhurst sisters!) Women have the vote today because the 

Women’s Suffrage Movement fought to get it in 1918 but the fight was far from over. It wasn’t illegal 

to discriminate against women until 1975 and it was American feminist activists who led the way.  

Gloria Steinem is an American writer, author, activist and feminist icon, aptly referred to 

as the "Mother of Feminism," Gloria Steinem led the women's liberation movements 

throughout the '60s and '70s—and continues to do so today. At age 85, Steinem says she 

has no intention of passing on her torch but instead will use it to light others'. She reflects 

on her unusual upbringing and offers her brief but spectacular take on the women's 

movement rights below:  

Watch this short clip of Gloria Steinem 

See our timeline below for more information on the gains of the 

feminist movement in the UK. 

 

Interesting fact: 

In 2018 Sandra Oh became the 1st 

Asian female to be nominated for 

Emmy Award in a leading role – 

Only 2 years ago! 

 

https://worldschildrensprize.org/malalayousafzai?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj43twNaT7AIVms13Ch30dwP9EAAYASAAEgJigfD_BwE
https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/the-pankhursts-politics-protest-and-passion/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Gloria_Steinem
https://www.bl.uk/sisterhood/articles/activism-and-the-womens-liberation-movement
https://youtu.be/n1IeXT3kCUE
https://youtu.be/JFK_mXhhdRQ


 
 

 

What have women fought in recent years?  
2018 became the year that ‘Women fought back’. The #MeToo movement took off and women from 

all over the world, from many different classes & cultures spoke out about their experiences 

of sexual assault. It came as shock to many to learn that famous & powerful women had 

also been victims. 

The movement made people realise that the silence of 
women about these experiences, from 
embarrassment or fear, had enabled abuse to thrive. 
The movement led to the ‘Time’s Up’ campaign, 
spearheaded in the UK by £1M donation from Emma 
Watson. Women & girls spoke out and said, ‘no more’!  
Watch a roundup of 2018 female activism here:  
 

And watch Viola Davis’ powerful speech on Tarana Burke, a woman of colour and the original 
founder of the #MeToo  

 
 

Jameela Jamil is a British actress/presenter and activist for young women. She created an Instagram 

account called ‘I Weigh’ inspired by finding a picture of the Kardashians and their advertised weight.  

Please see video below explaining why she set up this campaign: 

She is known for criticising other celebrities who have used their 

platforms to promote unhealthy body images to millions of young 

female followers and she herself has faced some backlash to this as 

always seeming to target other women. HOWEVER her campaigning 

including the creation of a petition via change.org, titled “Stop 

celebrities promoting toxic diet products on social media” has had an effect 

and Instagram and Facebook have both changed their policy around 

advertising to under 18s.  

 

Present your campaign ideas in class and ask teacher to send best ideas to us at 

Aimhigher! Lucia.byrne@kingston.ac.uk or j.marcham@kingston.ac.uk 

 

 

Interesting fact: 

Jameela now refuses to 

allow any of her images in 

the media to be 

airbrushed as she 

believes that it’s not only 

harmful to her audience 

but also to herself and 

the way she views her 

own image. 

Jameela has spoken out against many celebrities and big companies and 

challenged them to change. If you could challenge something you see as 

wrong, discriminatory or unfair to young people – how could you 

challenge?  NOW think of 3 things you would like to challenge and could 

do to challenge something you see as unfair.  

Task 2: Is there anything left for women & girls to 

fight for? Debate this topic with your class/or at 

home:  

“Women have legal equality in the western world 

so there is no need for a feminist movement 

anymore in the UK” 

Agree or Disagree? 

 

She raises awareness on the power of social media and airbrushed images 

setting unrealistic and unattainable standards, and therefore promoting 

unhealthy behaviours such as eating disorders in young people.  

 

Task 3: Challenge for positive change 

 

https://www.timesupuk.org/about-us/about/
https://iweighcommunity.com/impact/
mailto:Lucia.byrne@kingston.ac.uk
mailto:j.marcham@kingston.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBbpWLWJsIg
https://youtu.be/mtfsfsBNgiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yt-XEV3lpd4


 
 

 

 

  

DESPITE 

GAINS: 

37% of schoolgirls 

have been sexually 
harassed in school 

and only 14% 

reported it 

1/3 of girls aged 11-21 

have faced bullying 

about their 
appearance 

24% of girls at mixed 

secondary schools 

have experienced 

unwanted physical 

touching 

25% of teachers in 

secondary school say 

they witness gender 

stereotyping & 

discrimination daily 

Approx. 85,000 

women are raped in 

England & Wales 

every year 

1 in 4 girls will self-

harm before they 

leave school and 

incidents have 

doubled in last 6 years 

Girls as young as 5 
are worrying about 

their weight. By the 

age of ten 80% of girls 

will be on a diet to 

change their body 

shape. 

Teenage girls are now 

more likely to suffer 

partner abuse than 

any other age group. 

12.7% of girls aged 16-

19 have experienced 

domestic abuse in the 

last year alone 



 
 

 

 


