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Information sheet for learners (v4)
Title of study: London NCOP, Uni Connect Programme (formerly NCOP)
Information for participants     
You are being invited to take part in this study which evaluates the impact of different activities, on attitudes toward higher education. Please take time to read the following information and discuss with others if you wish. Also please ask questions either to your teacher or to London NCOP staff working with your school/college; or by using the email at the end of this form. This study is being funded by the Office for Students (OfS)
What is the purpose of the study?

The Uni Connect (formerly NCOP) programme was started by the Office for Students (OfS) who are working with the Government to try to increase the number of learners who go to university by 2020.  In order to achieve this, several activities aimed at educating young people about higher education and its benefits will be delivered by universities across the country.  We are part of London NCOP, which is a Uni Connect partnership that is led by Kingston University London and includes three collaborative networks: AccessHE, Aimhigher London and Linking London.
The aim of this study is to investigate whether there is a change in attitude toward higher education, after learners have engaged in a programme of activities.
Why have I been invited?

You have been invited to take part because you are a young person who has the potential to progress to higher education, and it is your attitudes we are interested in. We obtained your details from your school/college and have presented this information to you in person. We are looking to recruit as many students as possible.
Do I have to take part?

It is entirely up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you decide not to take part, this will not affect your education or the relationship you have with your school/college or any organisations involved in the London NCOP. If you do take part you are free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason and without any detriment to you. 

What will happen if I do take part?

You will be given a copy of this information sheet to keep. You will be required to sign a consent form.  If you do not provide consent within a month of having received this information, we will assume you have not provided consent for participation in this study.

Activities will include a series of workshops which include self-awareness and aspiration raising activities, opportunity awareness, decision-making and HE application / transition support plus some online mentoring. These will be delivered by London NCOP staff, university staff and trained student ambassadors / mentors.
Information we collect in the surveys are things like your plans for the future and your attitudes to higher education. We also ask for things like your postcode and ethnicity because the government wants to know what areas of the country we have worked in and the backgrounds of the learners we have seen. We ask that you complete these surveys truthfully and fully.
We will ask you for the following information: first name; last name; gender; disability status; home postcode; school name; date of birth; whether you would be the first member of your family to go to university and who, if anyone, you know that has gone on to university.

We will also ask your teachers for this information. In addition, we will be asking teachers for your unique pupil number, your middle name, your KS2 average scaled score/KS4 Total and average point score (whichever is relevant), your eligibility for free school meals, whether you are in care, whether you are a young carer and whether you are a refugee/asylum seeker. 
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

There are no immediate benefits. However, it is hoped that information from this study will help us to design better outreach programmes which will encourage young people with the potential to benefit from higher education to go to university.  
What are the risks of taking part?

There are no anticipated risks in taking part in this study, other than the very small possibility of a data breach. We have taken several steps to ensure that your data is safe and confidential.
Will my taking part in the study be kept confidential?

Yes. We will follow ethical and legal practice in accordance with Kingston University’s data management policy. All information will be handled in confidence. Only the research team will have access to the data.  

All personal data will be processed and stored securely, on secure servers, by London NCOP and authorised external organisations in accordance with the Data Protection Act. Electronic files will be password protected. Any hard copies of the data will be stored securely. After the project has finished, all raw data that can identify individuals will be destroyed. In the reporting of the project, no information will be released which will enable the reader to identify who the respondent was.
What will happen to the results of the study?

A research report detailing findings from the London NCOP, will be submitted to OfS, schools, colleges, universities and local authorities. Results of our research will also be disseminated at sector events and academic conferences. You will not be identifiable in any of these reports. 
Who has reviewed this study?
The study has been looked at by an independent group of people called the Faculty of Health, Social Care and Education Research Ethics Committee to protect your safety, rights, and dignity. They have given a favourable opinion.  
What if I have a complaint?

If you wish to complain about any aspect of the research, please raise this with the 

Research team – see below. If you are not satisfied with the response you receive, please contact the Dean of the Faculty, using the details given below.

Dean of Faculty

Professor Andrew Kent 

Executive Dean & Pro Vice-Chancellor

Faculty of Health, Social Care and Education
Kingston University & St George’s, University of London
St George’s Campus
Cranmer terrace, London SW17 0RE
Email: a.kent@sgul.kingston.ac.uk
Research Team Contact Details:
ncop@kingston.ac.uk 
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